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Grand Valley honors veterans, dedicates new lounge
Grand Valley joined all Michigan public 
universities announced that they will provide 
in-state tuition to veterans. 
President Thomas J. Haas made the 
announcement during a breakfast on Veterans 
Day in the Kirkhof Center. More than 80 
students, faculty and staff members who are 
active military members or veterans attended. 
U.S. Rep. Bill Huizenga, and state Reps. Robert 
VerHeulen and Roger Victory all spoke about 
the importance of providing in-state tuition for 
veterans. 
“Providing in-state tuition to veterans and 
making sure all have access to affordable and 
quality higher education is the right thing to 
do,” said Haas, who is a retired captain in the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 
“Our veterans sacrifice for our way of life and 
possess skills and attributes employers want. 
Grand Valley is proud to support these men and 
women in any way we can.” 
The new Student Veterans Lounge, located on 
the second floor of the Kirkhof Center, was 
dedicated following the breakfast. It will serve 
as a gathering space for the more than 500 
Grand Valley students who are active military 
members or veterans. 
Country artist and military veteran Michael 
Peterson performed a song at the breakfast 
and his wife, Jill Chambers, a military veteran, 
spoke to the audience about her experiences.
Grand Valley also provides in-state tuition for 
active military members who are stationed in 
Michigan and their spouses or dependents. 
The university is a member of the Consortium 
of Michigan Veteran Educators, a network of 
institutions that supports military members 
and veterans and ensure access to resources 
that can lead to employment. 
For information about Grand Valley’s Student 
Veterans Network, visit www.gvsu.edu/
veterans. 
Area colleges create scholarships for GRPS students
Grand Valley has partnered with the Grand Rapids Community 
Foundation to create a new scholarship for Grand Rapids Public Schools 
students, offering them the opportunity to attend and succeed in college.
President Thomas J. Haas and officials from three participating 
institutions — Ferris State, GRCC and Aquinas — made the announcement 
at Harrison Park Elementary School November 8. The new scholarships 
created by these institutions will support GRCF’s Challenge Scholars 
program, which is designed to prepare, encourage and provide resources 
for students to attend college.
“We’re thrilled to be able to provide the opportunity for these students 
to go to college,” said Haas. “The Challenge Scholarship Program fits 
perfectly with Grand Valley’s mission to provide access to a college degree 
and increased opportunities.”
The program begins with sixth-grade students at Harrison Park School 
and Westwood Middle School. Each scholarship package differs in 
requirements and what is provided. Students who complete program 
requirements and graduate from Union High School will receive a Last 
Dollars scholarship from GRCF. The value of the scholarship depends on 
family income and which college the student chooses to attend.  
GRCF President Diana Sieger said: “The scholarship commitments 
we announce today add another element to the partnership, bringing 
additional resources to students, parents and faculty at our three 
Challenge Scholars schools. 
“Together, with Grand Rapids Public Schools we are ensuring students on 
the West Side have the opportunity to reach their full potential.”
Photo by Amanda Pitts
From left are Reps. Robert VerHeulen, Roger Victory, 
President Thomas J. Haas and U.S. Rep. Bill Huizenga at 
the Veterans Day breakfast. 
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
President Thomas J. Haas is pictured with GRPS students and presidents from 
Ferris, GRCC and Aquinas College. 
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Nicholas Debernardi 
Coordinator of Career 
Outreach Satellite Offices
Nicholas Debernardi spends his time at Grand 
Valley encouraging students to focus on a 
different aspect of career development, rather 
than salary or the job market.  
The idea of self-exploration is the main focus 
of Debernardi’s diverse role with the Career 
Center and University Counseling Center 
at Grand Valley. As coordinator of Career 
Outreach Satellite Offices, Debernardi facilitates 
both personal and career counseling to help 
students determine their interests and strengths 
and connect those to a career. 
“Helping students to discover their passions, 
interests and strengths and connecting that with 
a career that they will feel fulfilled in is very 
rewarding to me,” said Debernardi. 
Originally from Flint, Debernardi earned a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology from Michigan 
State University in 2005. He also earned a 
doctoral degree in counseling psychology from 
the University of Missouri, Kansas City, in 2010. 
“The idea of helping people overcome an issue 
they are dealing with and supporting them 
in growing and understanding themselves is 
why I am so passionate 
abut psychology,” said 
Debernardi. 
Looking ahead, 
Debernardi said he 
hopes to see continued 
growth of the Career 
Center at Grand Valley 
with a specific focus on 
underrepresented groups 
on campus. 
“Helping students find a sense of purpose 
within their overall career helps Grand Valley 
become a more driven community that is 
willing to succeed,” he said. 
Debernardi said he also hopes to encourage 
a continued effort among faculty and staff 
members to incorporate career development 
when they interact with students. One 
prominent way he sees this taking place is 
through the use of the Focus 2 website, a 
personalized career and education planning 
system.
In his spare time, Debernardi enjoys sailing, 
spending time with his family and learning 
about different cultures. 
GVFaces
Grand Valley ranks fifth  
for study abroad numbers
Grand Valley ranks fifth in the nation for the number of students who 
participate in study abroad programs, according to the Institute of 
International Education.
During the 2011-2012 reporting year, 825 Grand Valley students studied 
abroad. Among master’s degree institutions, Grand Valley had been as 
high as No. 8 in recent years.
Mark Schaub, chief international officer, said the increase is due to several 
factors such as more academic departments supporting international edu-
cation, scholarships for participants and study abroad alumni and faculty 
advisors talking to students about the benefits of study abroad.
First civil discourse professorship 
announced
The first Padnos/Sarosik Endowed Professorship 
of Civil Discourse will be held by a College of 
Education faculty member.
Lisa M. Perhamus, assistant professor of educa-
tion, will develop a course and public symposium 
in civil discourse through the Brooks College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies for the Fall 2014 semester. 
Through her course, “Detroit’s Public Dialogues,” 
Perhamus said students will have the opportunity 
to participate in dialogues surrounding Detroit and 
travel there to participate in community meetings 
and learn from city residents who are doing suc-
cessful revitalization work.
Anne Hiskes, dean of Brooks College, said members of the advisory board 
selected Perhamus largely because of her dynamic proposal.
“I can’t think of a more effective venue for involving students in meaning-
ful conversations about poverty, race, government, and communities than 
the proposed student visits to Detroit,” Hiskes said.
The endowed professorship was a gift to Grand Valley from longtime sup-
porters Shelley Padnos and Carol Sarosik. Padnos chairs Grand Valley’s 
Board of Trustees.
Perhamus will be introduced during an inaugural lecture celebrating 
the Padnos/Sarosik Endowed Professorship of Civil Discourse, set for 
Wednesday, November 20, at the DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium.
Jack Lessenberry, senior political analyst for Michigan Radio, will give 
a presentation, “Now More Than Ever: Civil Discourse in an Age of 
Ranting.” The presentation will begin at 4:30 p.m. It’s free and open to the 
public; RSVP online at www.gvsu.edu/brooks and click on “Invitation to 
Attend Lecture.”
Pendulum reinstalled 
The bifilar pendulum, part of a sculpture created by artist Dale Eldred, 
was reinstalled November 12. Its original site was reconstructed outside 
Padnos Hall of Science. 
The pendulum was removed September 16 
because of safety concerns; workers discovered 
the cable holding the pendulum was frayed from 
an increased number of students riding the pen-
dulum. Other repairs were also necessary.
Tim Thimmesch, associate vice president for 
Facilities Services, said educational signs about 
the artwork, made by faculty and staff in the 
Physics Department and Art Gallery, will soon be 
installed as part of the ongoing project. 
The reinstallation committee included students 
from engineering, physics and Student Senate, 
Facilities Services and Planning staff, Art Gallery 
staff, representatives from Student Services, and 
a representative from the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences. It is expected to be completed December 6.
Lisa M. Perhamus
Across Campus continues on page 3
Nicholas Debernardi
The bifilar pendulum 
will be reinstalled, likely 
by December 6.
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Holiday boutique 
features fair trade items
Items purchased at the Women’s Center’s 
Fair Trade Holiday Boutique will benefit 
Global Gifts, a Grand Rapids-based nonprofit 
organization that works with fair trade groups. 
The boutique will run November 18-21,             
10 a.m.-4 p.m., in the Kirkhof Center lobby. 
Ten percent of all proceeds from the sale will 
be donated to Grand Rapids Opportunities 
for Women (GROW), a local non-profit 
organization that helps women and men start 
new businesses.
PIC will celebrate 
international education
The Padnos International Center will celebrate 
International Education Week November 18-22.
The Chinese Club will hold calligraphy night 
on Tuesday, November 19, at 6 p.m. in Mackinac 
Hall, room A-1161.
Lakers around the world will converse with 
students in Allendale via Skype on Wednesday, 
November 20, at 12:30 p.m. in the first floor 
of the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and 
Information Commons.
A film, “The Dialogue,” will be shown 
November 18 and 21 in the Kirkhof Center. The 
week concludes with a coffee/tea break in the 
library, Argo Tea Shop, from 3-5 p.m. on Friday, 
November 22.
Details are online at www.gvsu.edu/pic.
Documentary showcases 
Native American history
A documentary, “Our Fires Still Burn,” and 
panel discussion will close Grand Valley’s 
Native American Heritage Month celebration. 
The film focuses on the myth that Native 
Americans have disappeared from the U.S. It 
showcases how Native Americans continue 
to heal from the past and confront present 
challenges, while keeping their culture alive 
and contributing to society. 
The event is set for Tuesday, November 19, 
from 4-6 p.m. in the DeVos Center, Loosemore 
Auditorium. The panel discussion will include 
director Audrey Geyer, producer Scott 
Badenoch and Native News Network Editor 
Levi Rickert. 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/
oma. 
Spanish puppet theater 
to perform ‘Don Quijote’
A faculty member and students will give two 
performances in Spanish of his unique puppet 
show on the Allendale Campus.
Jason Yancey, assistant professor of Spanish, 
and students will perform “Quijóteres: 
The Ingenious Puppet Don Quijote de La 
Mancha”on Wednesday, November 20 at  7 p.m. 
in Cook-DeWitt, and Friday, November 22 at     
7 p.m. in Manitou Hall, room 102.
Yancey has discovered that students’ abilities 
and confidence in speaking a foreign language 
are greatly enhanced by using puppets. This 
show is Yancey’s own creation, including 
writing the adaptation of “Don Quijote,” 
creating each of the nine puppets, and casting 
four students to perform them with him. He 
said the word “Quijóteres” is a hybridization 
of “Quijote” and the Spanish word for puppets, 
“títeres.”
“This has been a very unique opportunity for 
me,” said Yancey, who received a grant from the 
Center for Scholarly and Creative Excellence 
to build the puppets and improve his traveling 
stage. “I’m eager to share something very 
special with the campus community.”
“Quijóteres” will be performed at area 
elementary schools and the group was invited 
in October for an expense-paid trip to Buena 
Vista University in Iowa to perform at several 
venues and conduct a series of puppetry 
workshops.
Students will teach 
arctic games
For the second year, students will host arctic 
games for the campus community.
Students from the Meijer Honors College have 
spent a semester researching and creating 
games of the Inuit (eastern Arctic region of 
Canada) or Saami (Scandinavia) people. 
They will teach these games Friday, November 
22, from 9-11:30 a.m. near the Cook Carillon 
Tower on the Allendale Campus. The event is 
open to the public and free. Reindeer from the 
GG Reindeer Farm in Caledonia will be at the 
event; refreshments will be served.
Games include the musk ox wrestle, 
harpooning, blanket toss and high kick. The 
Honors College seminar course is taught 
by John Kilbourne, professor of movement 
science. 
The arctic games are supported by the Meijer 
Honors College, Padnos International Center, 
Student Services, and President’s Office. 
What’s Ahead
‘Don Quijote’ will be performed in Spanish by student 
puppeteers on Wednesday and Friday.
Volunteer readers  
sought for MLK event 
As part of the 2014 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Commemoration, one of the concurrent ses-
sions will features reading of various writings 
by King.  
The executive planning committee is seeking 
faculty and staff members who wish to volun-
teer their time during one of the reading ses-
sions on January 20. Volunteers are needed to 
fill two time slots: 10-11:30 a.m. and 2-3:30 p.m.
The readings will be held at the Mary Idema 
Pew Library Learning and Information 
Commons. Volunteers should contact Linda 
Ray in the Office of Multicultural Affairs at 
rayli@gvsu.edu by December 1.
For details on the 2014 MLK Commemoration 
Week, visit www.gvsu.edu/mlk.
List of social media 
administrators begins
Staff members in News and Information 
Services are compiling a list of administrators 
who manage campus department and office 
social media accounts. 
Administrators are asked to send their name, 
department and URLs of social media pages 
they manage to Leah Twilley, communications 
specialist, at twilleyl@gvsu.edu.
The list will serve as a way to ensure that NIS 
knows of social media accounts that represent 
the university. 
Links to department accounts that are not 
listed on Grand Valley’s social media website, 
www.gvsu.edu/socialmedia, can also be sent to 
Twilley. The site, which can be accessed from 
the university’s homepage, serves as a campus 
resource and includes the university’s official 
social media guidelines.
Leadership Summit  
proposals sought
The committee planning the 17th annual GVSU 
Leadership Summit invites proposals from 
faculty and staff members for 50-minute work-
shops for the summit, set for February 22.
The Leadership Summit brings more than 300 
college students from 10 institutions to campus 
for a day of leadership development, network-
ing and idea sharing.
Workshop proposals are due by December 6. 
For more information or to submit a proposal, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/leadership and click on 
“Leadership Summit.”
Across Campus
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Cynthia Thompson, assistant professor of 
biomedical sciences, gave a presentation, 
“Cracking the Challenges of Extractive 
Foraging: Common Marmosets Use Behavior to 
Augment Morphological Specializations,” at the 
Midwest Primate Interest Group conference in 
Ames, Iowa.
John Uglietta, associate professor of 
philosophy, gave a presentation, “It’s All About 
Me: The Role of Conscience in the Revelation 
of Self,” at the 15th International Conference on 
Ethics Across the Curriculum at Oregon State 
University in Corvallis.
Pablo Llerandi-Román, assistant professor 
of geology, and William J. Neal, emeritus 
professor of geology, gave presentations, “A 
Coastal Vulnerability Index for Small Islands 
of Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin 
Islands,” and “An Assessment of Shoreline 
Change for Small Associated Islands of Puerto 
Rico and the United States Virgin Islands,” at 
the Geological Society of America Meeting in 
Denver, Colorado. Neal also co-wrote an article, 
“Cemeteries-in-the-Sea,” published by the 
Coastal Care website.
Jeff Sykes, assistive technology coordinator 
for Disability Support Resources, gave a 
presentation, “Universal Design of the iPad, 
and Apps for Students With Disabilities,” at the 
Michigan Occupational Special Populations 
Region 7 Conference.
Bopi Biddanda, professor of water resources, 
chaired a session at the annual Fall Conference 
of Michigan Space Grants Consortium in Ann 
Arbor, where MSGC grantees and fellows from 
Grand Valley gave eight presentations.
Amy L. Masko, associate professor of 
English, co-wrote a presentation, “Socializing 
Intelligence: Using a Model for Giftedness to 
Raise Expectations for Children in Poverty,” 
at the American Association for Teaching and 
Curriculum’s annual conference in Chicago. 
Masko served as president of the association, 
and received the Francis P. Hunkins 
Distinguished Article Award in Teaching for 
her co-written article, “Teacher Accountability 
& Student Responsibility: A Cross-Cultural 
Comparison of American & Ghanaian Schooling 
Practices and Policies and a Reflection on 
NCLB,” published in Curriculum and Teaching 
Dialogue.
Bailey Herrmann, assistant professor of 
English, gave a presentation, “Creating 
Authentic Experiences: Merging Theory and 
Practice in Teacher Education Courses,” at 
the American Association for Teaching and 
Curriculum conference in Chicago, Illinois.
Charles Pazdernik, professor of Classics, gave 
a presentation, “Procopius on empire: Paths 
Untaken,” at the First Biennial Conference 
of the International Society for Late Antique 
Literary Studies at Brown University.
Milt Ford, professor of liberal studies and 
founding director of the LGBT Resource 
Center, and Colette Seguin Beighley, director 
of the LGBT Resource Center, wrote a chapter, 
“Student Development: Theory to Practice in 
LGBT Campus Work,” which will be published 
in Expanding the Circle: Creating an Inclusive 
Environment in Higher Education for LGBTQ 
Students and Studies, published by SUNY Press.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., Nov. 18
11:30 a.m.: FTLC Workshop: “Inclusive 
Classroom Language Regarding Sexual 
Identity, Expression, and Orientation,” by 
Kathleen Owens and Emily Nisley. 2270 
KC. Register at www.gvsu.edu/seminar.
Tues., Nov. 19
1:30 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series: “Managing Emotions Under 
Pressure,” by Joan Epperson. 340 BIK. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register. 
4 p.m.: Native American Heritage Month 
Event: “Our Fires Still Burn.” Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x12177 for more 
information.
Wed., Nov. 20
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information. 
12:30 p.m.: Padnos International Center 
hosts “Global GVSU, Skype Conversation.” 
MIPL. Call x13898 for information.
3 p.m.: Cancer Warriors Network. 2270 KC. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register.
4:30 p.m.: Brooks College Lecture: “Now More 
Than Ever: Civil Discourse in an Age of 
Ranting,” by Jack Lessenberry. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x18655 for more 
information.
4:30 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts “How 
Change Is Made: My Activist History,” by 
Sarah Schulman. 2204 KC. Call x12748 for 
more information.
6 p.m.: Psychology hosts Projection Film 
Series: “Ikiru.” 114 LMH. Call x12195 for 
more information.
7 p.m.: Veterans Project hosts “My Year in 
Vietnam.” Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Call x13422 for more information.
Thurs., Nov. 21
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. 107C 
DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for 
more information.
11:30 a.m.: Alzheimer’s and Caregiver Support 
Group. 2243 KC. Email sloops@gvsu.edu to 
register.
11:30 a.m.: Area Studies hosts African 
Diaspora Conversation with Bobby 
Springer. Exhibition Room, MIPL. Call 
x18110 for more information.
Noon: Women’s Center hosts Her Story with 
Michelle Burke. 2215 KC. Call x12748 for 
more information.
4 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts “United In 
Anger,” film and discussion. 2215 KC. Call 
x12748 for more information.
7:30 p.m.: Theater production: 
“Kindertransport.” LAT, PAC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/theatre for more information.
Fri., Nov. 22
2 p.m.: AWRI Seminar: “A Spatially-Explicit 
Economic Demand Model of River and 
Stream Angling in Michigan,” by Frank 
Lupi. Multipurpose Room, LMC. Call 
x13749 for more information.
3-5 p.m.: Padnos International Center hosts 
International Tea/Coffee Break. Argo Tea, 
MIPL. Call x13898 for more information.
7:30 p.m.: Theater production: 
“Kindertransport.” LAT, PAC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/theatre for more information.
8 p.m.: Guest Artist Series: Kia-Hui Tan, vio-
lin. 1325 PAC. Call x13484 for information.
Sat., Nov. 23
7:30 p.m.: Theater production: 
“Kindertransport.” LAT, PAC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/theatre for more information.
Sports
Mon., Nov. 18
7 p.m.: Men’s Basketball hosts Olivet College.
Sat., Nov. 23
1 p.m.: Men’s Basketball hosts Kentucky 
Wesleyan College.
